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The rostoration of all the bridges destroyed in the war began
immadiately upon the Russian occupation cf Ealiningrac = first with
pon-yon bridges. The old rallroad bridge was also rebuilt, and
“the : ~oden bridge at Mlinchehof was restored. A new monument in
the " tter neighborhood glorifies the defeat of Nazism, and a
gran'‘e obelisk In front of the Holl#nderbsum railroad station
dis: ys the emblem of the Soviet Republic.

Railrced trafflc operates from the East freight station. Direct
traffic to.Russia alsc departs from there, and 1s handled
exclr1ilvely by Russisan personnel. Samland rallroad traffic is
hand: :d only by Red Army treins.

The «-ea of the railrcad bridge, Deutscher Ordensring, the city
hal’ , Yufenallee, Lawsker Allee, and Dieffenbachstrasse to the
Pre;. . was surrounded with a hipgh fence aad forbidden to all
ent:..:t8.

The 1lulose factory is in operation, with 500 Russian employees
and « larger number of Germens. Also operating are the Eelwig
wir: ractory and the Reuter furniture factory. The concrete plant
and *' 3 paper mills, whose employeses msre atill rostly German, are
repc. .2d working satlsfactorily. The German manager of the pump
factn1y, Bleske, was transferred to the water works. Current from
the (ellulose factory was taken for the Russian-occupled sectors
of the city.

New: '8rs report frequently oh reconstruction, but little actusal
wori . to be observed. Street cars began to run again in November
194€. A long~term loan of 10,000 rubles is supposed to be avail-
able to new Russian settlers in Kaliningrad province for
reconsiructlion of destroyed houses.

Liviap conditlions continue very difficult, particuleriy during the
wintar months, The death rate in the winter of 1946-1347 was
sonebiqes 90 persons a day, and bodies covld not ne buried bacauss
of tir frozen ground. It was elso veported that there was pla mue
din ¥ gsberg.
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pnts Another source reported that bubonie plague was
"raging® in Kaliningrad in June end that the death rate among the German
popuincion was “very high",) 4

Tres .. ..t of the Germens is very strict. Food retion cards are

issu -nly to employed Gerrans, so that each must tuke care of
seve. : persons who are unemployed or incapable of work. German -
orphuii: in homes are well-fed and well-treated, but those not so

care:. ior are utterly neslected. Russian hatred of the Cermans

is e:rressed in such ways as restriction of postal and other

conrin ‘cations from Germeny and forcing Cermans to commence thelir
appl’ ~itions for repatrlation with "I am a German pig" (Ich bin ein
deut:l.es Schwein.). '

Begl:: ng in Farch 1947, applications for repatriation to the
Russ. -~ Zono of Gernany were permitted, wrltten in German and
Russ ; _but only from unemployed Germans with relatives in the
Rusa. . Tone. Of the 5000 applications received, only 600 had
been processed by 5 June 1947, and 100 of the permits issued were
not usad because they Involved farily separation. Accepted
applicints are taken to Frankfurt/Oder or Kflstrin in small trens-
port: . 30 to 40 persons. Individuals are sometimes held up in
Klstrin. In addltion to this officially authorized emigration,
many G :rmens leave 1llegally, 11 splte of Russian reports that
Kalir:::ra@ Germans are contented and are rot interested.in

repa‘’ > =ntion.
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